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• Supported by funding from a Skylight Development Grant

• Frances hired as a UAA to work with Ashley on resource development

• Resource designed to respond to commonly asked questions related to Goal 

#4 of the ISP: Indigenizing Our Curriculum

• Conversational and informed by Indigenous students, staff, and faculty, CTLT 

Indigenous Initiatives, the Skylight team, and Zakir Suleman (former GAA in 

Skylight)

Resource Development & Design
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1. Teaching, Indigenous & Western Ways of Knowing, and Etuaptmumk (Two-

Eyed Seeing)

2. Language

3. Land Acknowledgements

4. Emotion, Relationality, and Positionality 

5. Personal Journey

Main Themes Explored
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• How do I get started?

• How do I create a safe space in my classroom where Indigenous students will not 

feel tokenized, isolated, or uncomfortable?

• How do I respectfully and authentically incorporate Indigenous ways of 

knowing (IWK) into my teaching when I don’t know a lot about it?

• Where can I find specific examples of how to embed Indigenous Ways of Knowing 

in my STEM course?

• What are the differences between Western science as a way of knowing and 

Indigenous ways of knowing (IWK)?

• Why is Western science colonial?

• What is Etuaptmumk (Two-Eyed Seeing)?

Teaching, Indigenous & Western Ways of 

Knowing, and Etuaptmumk (Two-Eyed Seeing) 
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• Why is language so complicated

in this space?

• What is the difference between 

“First Nations”, “Indigenous”, 

“Aboriginal”, “Indian”, and 

“Native”? When (if ever) do I use 

each one?

• What do the terms Indigenization, 

decolonization, and reconciliation 

mean?

Language

https://assets.brand.ubc.ca/downloads/ubc_indigenous_peoples_language_guide.pdf
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• What is a land acknowledgment? 

• How do I approach doing land 

acknowledgments?

• How do I bring emotion/self into 

land acknowledgments? 

• Why can land acknowledgments 

be harmful?

Land Acknowledgements
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• How do I bring emotion into the classroom? Why is it 

important?

• What do I do if I accidentally offend someone? 

• How do I process my own guilt/emotions in this space? 

• How do we exercise and promote self-care and community 

care?

Emotion, Relationality, and Positionality
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• Why should I care? Why is this important?

• I often hear the term “nothing about us, without us.” So how can 

I do this work on my own as a non-Indigenous person? Who 

will support/guide me?

• I am a recent immigrant, how do I learn more about Indigenous 

Peoples and Histories in Canada?

• How do I build relationships and partner with Indigenous 

Peoples/Communities?

• What can I do as an ally?

Personal Journey
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• Collaborative Event: Skylight & CTLT II Classroom Climate Series

• Highlighting the design, development, and content of the resource

• Indigenous undergraduate and graduate students in Science/LFS 

sharing their experiences and leadership

• Opportunity for faculty, staff, and student to listen and reflect on 

their own roles in decolonization, reconciliation, and ‘Indigenizing 

Our Curriculum’

Blog post in the works: Respectfully Collaborating with 

Indigenous Students on Events, Panels, or Resources

November 2022 Workshop
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Jessica Schaub

PhD Student, 

Oceanography

Thanks to student leaders/contributors!

Frances Butterfield

BSc Student (Science)

Oceania Kreutzer

BSc Student (LFS)

Wylee Fitz-Gerald

MSc Student, 

Oceanography
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• Indigenous faculty, staff, and students in UBC Science, LFS

• CTLT Indigenous Initiatives Team

• Zakir Suleman, former GAA in Skylight

• Amber Schroeder, Skylight Administrative Coordinator

• Centre for Indigenous Fisheries Team 

• Skylight Team 

• UBC Science Dean’s Office 
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